Abstract One hundred and two children with salmonelia gastroenteritis were studied for factors affecting the length of convalescent bacterial excretion. There was a significant correlation between degree of fever and duration of excretion: a fever of >40'C had the shortest and no fever the longest duration of excretion. Fever therefore appears to have a favourable prognostic influence on the length of salmonella excretion.
Excretion of salmonella is an important public health problem that requires considerable attention and resources in countries with good hygienic standards.' Factors associated with prolonged excretion of salmonella include malnutrition, use of antibioticsj young age, symptomatic infection, and infection with salmonella other than Salmonella typhimurium.2 3 Accumulating evidence suggests that fever is beneficial to the infected host.4 A recent study of 125 children with salmonella gastroenteritis admitted consecutively to Ahmadi Hospital in Kuwait showed that children with a temperature greater than 40°C had a significantly shorter duration of bacterial excretion compared with afebrile children (AS El-Radhi, unpublished data). The aim of this study was to determine whether the same observation holds for Finnish children with salmonella gastroenteritis.
Patients and methods
The case records of all children who were hospitalised at the paediatric department of Aurora Hospital, Helsinki, Finland, with acute neonatal BCG vaccination.
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